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Picasso's great cubist figure composition. Harlequin with Violin (Si 
Tu Veux ) of 1918, has been acquired by the Cleveland Museum of Art, Museum 
Director Sherman E. Lee announced today (February 18). 

The picture, an oil on canvas measuring 56 inches high by 39-1/2 inches 
wide, is a beautiful and striking work, the figure of Harlequin built up with 
geometric and semi -abstract forms against a background of overlapping planes 
of color. 

*'The colors are subdued -- black, white, and gray predominate, punctuated 
with red, yellow, and blue,” Dr. Lee says, ”yet there is nothing austere about 
the painting. Quite the contrary. It is a work of enormous vitality, reflecting 
the stimulation of the artist's new association with the world of the theater, 
particularly the Ballets Russes. 

"It is a synthesis of the pictorial accomplishments of his earlier cubist 
work, amalgamated with the color and excitement of the ballet -- a key monument 
in the development of cubism, and in the formation of Picasso's later cubist 
style, now known as 'synthetic' cubism,” Dr. Lee adds. 

" Harlequin with Violin is a significant addition to our collection of 
works by this 20th century master, extending the collection both in terms of 
depth and quality,” Dr. Lee states. 

Picasso's association with the Ballets Russes began in 1917 when he 
went to Rome to create the scenery and costumes for Parade , the avant-garde 
ballet presented by the dance company in Paris during May of that year. In 
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1918 he married the ballerina Olga Koklova, and in the following six years 
collaborated on a number of theater and ballet productions, among them 
Le Tricorne (1919), Pulcinella (1920), Cuadro Flamenco (1921), and Mercure (1924). 

During this period, theater figures -- Harlequins, Pierrots, musicians, 
dancers — are frequent subjects of Picasso's paintings and drawings. Several, 
such as Harlequin with Violin and the two versions of Three Musicians (1921), 
now in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art and the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, are executed in the "synthetic" cubist idiom; others, in the realistic, 
or "neo-classical" style which Picasso was developing concurrently. 

Harlequin with Violin was acquired by Paul Rosenberg, the Parisian 
art dealer who represented Picasso for almost a quarter of a century, shortly 
after it was painted. The picture then moved into the collection of John Quinn, 
the Ohio-born attorney and patron of the arts who in the early decades of the 
20th century assembled one of the most Important private collections of modern 
art in the country . 

Following Quinn's death in the mid 1920s and the subsequent sale of his 
collection, the painting was reacquired by Paul Rosenberg, and had remained in the 
Rosenberg family collection until its acquisition by the Cleveland Museum. 

The picture has been extensively published and exhibited, and previously 
was seen in Cleveland during 1966 when it was on display in the exhibition, 

"Fifty Years of Modern Art," organized in celebration of the Museum's first 
half century. 

Presently it is installed with the eight other works by Picasso in the 
Museum's second floor galleries devoted to Modern Art. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Frances Stamper, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; (216) 421-7340. 



